Dear Guests, Members, Friends and Colleagues,

It is a great pleasure and honour to welcome you all to our Society's 18th Anniversary Annual Ball which is being held at this most prestigious venue, the spectacular Ballroom of the renowned Dorchester of London.

It truly leaves me speechless, that year after year we are able to find so many loyal friends both in the United Kingdom and overseas who are willing to offer us their continuing support in the form of table sponsorship, raffle prizes or advertisements in our commemorative brochure. This year in particular, we are even more proud of our close ties with all our steadfast sponsors who are participating despite the historical lows being experienced by the global shipping industry and the continuing financial turmoil within the EU and especially Greece and Cyprus. May I express my sincere thanks to all concerned and urge all our Members and Friends to support our sponsors in the coming year.

I also wish to extend a warm welcome to all new friends and organisations who are joining us tonight for the very first time.

This year the Society’s Dinner Dance has reached its 18th anniversary, become a recognised adult, established its maturity and truly gone global !!!

For the first time ever, we have tables hosted by Wartsila (representing North Europe), Nippon Paint (from far away in Japan), Olympus Marine Group (all the way from Florida, USA) and Marine Turbo Engineering (based here in the UK). 
From the middle of the Pacific Ocean, we are welcoming friends representing a tiny country that has become the third largest flag in the world through its hard work and quality service (perhaps a shining example to many of us?), the Marshall Islands Registry, whilst finally we are lucky to share our event with a “sister” global entity, the mighty ExxonMobil…
I thank them all for their contribution, wish them a memorable evening and hope to see them again in years to come. 

I am also very honoured to report that this event has now achieved ROYAL acknowledgement. Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, has confirmed only recently that she was pleased to receive the “Hellenic Times” issue containing a comprehensive report on our 2012 event. Our Governing Committee is now considering inviting Her Majesty to next year’s function, perhaps as our 2014 “Surprise Entertainment Act”, following her helicopter parachute stunt at the Olympics !!!
On behalf of the Society, we are all very proud of our Annual Ball, since we believe it stands out from other similar events due to the genuinely friendly atmosphere, the unique style of entertainment and good old Greek hospitality. 2013 sees us enjoying our greatest participation ever, with over 430 guests !!!

Past participants will also note tonight, that once again, due to our “never satisfied” engineering background, we have tried to address every small detail relating to this function and with the help of the Dorchester feel confident that this will be the very best event in our Society’s history.
No doubt, you will also have noticed that the booklet in your hands has been revamped once again, taking into account participants’ comments from last year. We are extremely proud of this publication and sincerely hope that it will be taken home with you at the end of the night both as a memento and to be used as a valuable quick reference tool in the future by those of you directly involved in the maritime industry.

On my part, I would like to thank all those who have given up their valuable time over many months in organising this event and particularly the two Christos’ (our overseas representatives), Marc, Michael, Patty, Evan, Helena, Dino, George and Alex Xenakis (our dedicated Committee members), Giuseppe (who time and again let us break deadline after deadline when preparing this brochure) and of course much closer to my heart Camila for her inspiration and patience. 

The success of our Society is firmly founded on two pillars. 

The first being our commitment to constantly rejuvenate ourselves through our support for new ideas and  new people. On this motif, we are very excited to greet for the very first time DJ Avgoustinos Galiassos on secondment from the “Hellenic Nights” who will be drawing us to the dance-floor until the early hours of the morning. 
We also look forward to seeing the wonderful dancers young and old of the Lykion ton Hellinidon supervised as always by Anita and Pigi.
Additionally, in our effort to promote young talent of Hellenic origin, no matter in what field, we are delighted to announce that we will be joined tonight by an outstanding young artist, Soprano Katerina Mina who will surely mesmerise us with her voice, along with Tenor Shaun Dixon and Pianist Craig White.
The second off the pillars securing our Society’s success is of course the London Greek shipping community. Despite Greece and Cyprus’ economic collapse, we are delighted to report that Greek interests continue to battle with Japan as to who is the true mega-power of the seven seas, with in excess of 250 million gross tons under their control. A size that we should remind the uninitiated is higher than the combined fleet of the two land superpowers, USA and China.
On the same note I’d also like to remind you that London remains a truly global shipping centre with over 600,000 jobs supported by the maritime sector in the UK, contributing annually over 30 billion pounds to the UK GDP. Please don’t let anyone convince you otherwise, that London does not remain a vastly influential and global shipping centre.
Of course, southern Europe’s economic woes do not leave the Society unaffected. During the reception, I was introduced to a new guest from North Europe. When we exchanged business cards, he politely advised me, tongue in cheek, that he immediately recognised my ethnicity as Greek as I have an “IOU” in my surname!!! 

I must stress that this was an absolutely lighthearted dig at the abysmal publicity Greece and Greeks have received over recent years, nevertheless I would like to remind all of you here tonight that one of the fundamental purposes of the European Union’s existence for over three generations now, was to create a united continent not based on purely business efficiency targets but on social solidarity amongst free nations aspiring to common western ethics and culture, a shining example to the rest of the world which even today, is still mostly in turmoil.

Today’s youth unemployment in Greece is exceeding a heinous 50%. As President of our Society and as a father proudly viewing my daughter here tonight, I wish to politely remind all here tonight that I feel it is our duty that we should all make every effort to ensure at the very least, that the same opportunities that we enjoyed a few decades ago are offered to the next generation also in order for them to get a chance at succeeding and prospering through hard work and intellect in our century of rapid globalisation
But enough of all the serious talk. 
Finally, I wish to express my sincere thanks to all of you who have honoured us with your presence at this event and especially those who have travelled from foreign lands in order to be with us here in London. I hope you will have a very enjoyable evening and look forward to seeing you at one of our future functions.

Kali Diaskedasi (Greek for “Enjoy”)

Dimitris Monioudis
President
