
Vestdavit Area Sales Manager Sven Arild Wågsæther says, “This is our first 
contract with this important shipyard group and we are very happy that they 
recognise the importance of having durable and reliable equipment on these 
specialised vessels. The workboat davit for each vessel will be our PLR-15000 
davit with a SWL of 15 tonnes. These are the largest single-point lifting davits 
we have designed. We see seismic work boats becoming larger and larger,
and operators need a simple but robust and reliable davit which will launch and 
recover heavy workboats safely in tough conditions, day in and day out. This 
davit will consistently and safely handle a loaded workboat in sea states up
to 4/5, and is both easy to maintain and simple to operate.”

In addition to the PLR-15000 davit each vessel will also be equipped with a 
Vestdavit PLR-7000 davit for man overboard boat handling. 

Thor’s 64 m chase vessels will be delivered beginning 2014 and enter service
to assist PGS operations worldwide. Key tasks are operational support, offshore 
bunkering, crew change assistance, replenishment of provisions and spare 
parts, and maintenance of seismic equipment while at sea. 

sven.w@vestdavit.no

Vestdavit secures Besiktas
seismic chase boat davit orders
Vestdavit has been contracted to supply work boat 
and man overboard davits for four specially designed 
chase vessels which will support Norwegian seismic 
major PGS’ fleet of seismic ships. The ships are to 
be built at Turkey’s Besiktas Gemi Insa A.S. yard for 
Faroe Island shipowner P/F Thor, which has
chartered the vessels to PGS.

New factory lifts quality

Meet the sales team

Paravane service

Anti-piracy davit

CMN selects Vestdavit

USCG davits for
ice-breaking tugs

Vestdavit designs, supplies 
and supports tailor-made 
solutions for launching and 
recovering boats in difficult 
conditions at sea. 

Our range of boat handling 
systems and davits are the first 
choice of navies, coastguards, 
seismic survey operators,
pilot authorities and offshore 
operators who need to be able 
to operate small boats safely 
from larger vessels.

www.vestdavit.no
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When you are choosing a robust boat handling system for a tough job you want 
to talk with people who really understand your needs, and who also understand 
the business environment you work in. Vestdavit has built up a customer-facing 
team with a strong engineering, maritime and business background who can 
really work with clients to ensure they get the equipment their crews need to do 
their jobs safely and consistently, at the right price.

Atle Kalve leads the team as Sales & Development Manager. A naval architect by 
background, he has over thirty years’ experience in Vestdavit product development, 
design and engineering and possibly knows more than anyone on earth about offshore 
boat handling. He is the key contact for the USA, Canada, South Africa and Brazil. 

The Area Sales Managers are: 

Sven-Arild Wågsæther who is an aeronautical engineer with deep experience at 
management level in aviation offshore, helicopter maintenance and operations. His areas 
are Spain, Portugal, Gulf area, Australia, New Zealand, India, Taiwan and Turkey.

Bjørnar Dahle is a mechanical engineer with experience in vessel outfitting. Having 
worked for four years as Project Engineer, Bjørnar has now transferred to sales.
His areas are Singapore, Japan and Korea plus seismic customers and offshore rigs.

Jean Gerkens has an MBA and long experience with marine equipment. He covers 
Benelux, Germany and France.

Bjørn Erik Kronheim sailed as a Chief Engineer and joined Vestdavit after experience 
at Rolls Royce Marine. Before joining our sales team he was Vestdavit’s service manager, 
so building experience of the equipment in service. He looks after the Norwegian 
offshore market.

Andy James is UK-based Director of Operations. He was a marine engineer in the 
Royal Navy and worked with warships in the ministry of defence, then VT Group and 
BAE Systems.

Come and meet the team at the Nor Shipping exhibition in Oslo
3-6 June. Vestdavit will be exhibiting in Hall C – Stand C05-32i.
If you want to be sure to find the right person, please e mail us to
set up an appointment. Or just drop in for a well-informed discussion 
on boat handling and some good company.
atle.kalve@vestdavit.no

Meet the
Vestdavit teamFrench OPV fits

Vestdavit system

Vestdavit PAPH type davit
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The Vestdavit PAPH type davit 
system has been chosen by French 
naval constructor CMN to ensure 
the safe and swift launching of RIBs
on board its Vigilante 1400 CL79 
multi-function offshore patrol craft. 
The OPVs are being built by 
France’s CMN yard for the French 
Navy and also for the export market.

CMN selected the system because 
of the high performance demon-
strated with several navies including 
the German type F 123/124 frigates.

This system, which is based on 
equipment used in the offshore 
industry, has a shock absorbing 
device and an anti-pendulation 
compensator for roll and pitch, with 
heave compensation for high sea 
states. The hook releases automati-
cally when offloaded, providing the 
best safety for equipment and 
personnel during launch operations 
and recovery of boats. 

According to feedback received 
from the German Navy, the system 
is capable of launching in sea state 
exceeding 5. The system is also 
highly reactive, since it would take 
less than a minute to launch a RIB 
and the operations can be visually 
observed from the command bridge. 

These davits are the principal 
weapon system of the Vigilante 
1400 CL 79 in its EEZ patrol and 
interception roles launching RIBs. 
They can also deploy other
equipment, such as USV systems.  

jean.gerkens@vestdavit.no



Vestdavit has won its first ever contract with the US Coast Guard. After an 
extensive tender process with many contenders, Vestdavit was chosen to supply 
nine PLA-2000 davits. This is a 2 ton SWL davit for launching and retrieving small 
boats up to sea state 3. 

The davit will be skid mounted for easy installation on board the Coast Guard’s class of Ice 
Breaking Tugs. The first davit will be delivered in late 2013. Says Sales Manager Atle Kalve, 
“The US Coast Guard have real offshore boat-handling needs which Vestdavit can meet. 
We have been in discussions for a long time and I hope this first order will mark the start
of a long and positive business relation between USCG and Vestdavit”

atle.kalve@vestdavit.no
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The new factory is a joint venture between the two companies. Tritec is a Norwegian 
company, which owns and operates a steel welding and machining factory in Slupsk,
near Gdansk. Tritec has delivered products for the Norwegian maritime and offshore 
industry for years and is ISO certified. It is very familiar with the NORSOK regulations
and has a good track record in the oil industry. Says Managing Director of Tritec, Bjørn 
Kverneland, “Vestdavit has become our leading customer, and we have now 
outgrown our existing facilities. We are therefore pleased to be able to build a 
new factory in cooperation with Vestdavit. Not only will it give us double the
space for steel production, it also provides us with 700 sq m of dedicated clean 
area for hydraulic assembly.” 

Vestdavit Technical Manager Helge Gravdal says, “With the expansion we are now doing
in Poland, Vestdavit will almost double its production capacity. We are planning to manufac-
ture and deliver complete davit systems from Poland, fully approved and FAT tested. The 
set-up is very strong and production can run smoothly through all processes. With a 
greenfield factory, we are able to configure the space in accordance with our needs, 
ensuring cost-efficient production and the well-known high quality of Vestdavit. Building of 
the factory will start in 3rd quarter 2013 and the first production will take place from 2014.” 

helge.gravdal@vestdavit.no

New factory for high quality fabrication

Paravane
shock absorber
service success

Vestdavit has performed a 
five-year service on the 200 tonne 
seismic shock absorber system 
fitted to PGS seismic vessel 
Ramform Sovereign. This 
Vestdavit equipment is a closed 
hydraulic system. Maintenance is 
minimal with an annual oil change 
but once every five years the 
equipment needs a full replace-
ment of all seals. As these vessels 
work constantly at sea the 
equipment has to perform all the 
time for the five year period. 

They are an important safety 
feature for seismic operators. 
They reduce peak loads on the 
rope that holds the paravane 
doors and help prevent the rope 
parting with possible safety and 
economic consequences. 
Vestdavit’s system has coped well 
with five years’ rigorous service 
and is now ready for another five.  

kristian.moss@vestdavit.no

After four years of successful cooperation on 
steel fabrication in Poland, Vestdavit and 
Norwegian company Tritec have agreed to 
expand their cooperation. Tritec will build a 
complete new 2,000 sq m factory in Poland, 
specially laid out for davit steel production 
and complete hydraulic assembly of davits.  

US Coast Guard chooses Vestdavit

PLA-2000 davit



1

4

Japan’s MHI shipyard has delivered the first new PGS Ramform seismic vessel 
Ramform Titan. It will enter North Sea service and is fitted with Vestdavit 
HN-10000 davits. The davits are combined life-boat, FRC, and crew tender 
davits. Vestdavit’s Managing Director Rolf Andreas Wigand and Area Sales 
Manager Bjørnar Dahle visited the yard and inspected the vessel before delivery.

The cooperation with both yard and owner has been very good throughout the project 
phase and davit commissioning went to plan. Says Bjørnar Dahle. “This was a good 
opportunity to work with the yard and owner in preparation for the next three ships in this 
series. The contract with Mitsubishi is of great importance to Vestdavit, and we have 
already been contacted by other Japanese yards for presentation of our products. Japan 
has no comparable products available in the market today. The Japanese are tech savvy, 
yet conservative. This goes well with our philosophy.”
bjørnar.dahle@vestdavit.no

PGS Ramform Titan delivered 

Vestdavit AS
Damsgårdsveien 143
N-5160 Laksevåg
Norway
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Tel +47 55 54 92 00
Fax +47 55 34 24 04
post@vestdavit.no
www.vestdavit.no

Contact

Vestdavit outfits Norwegian frigate
for anti-piracy role

In preparation for a mission to the Gulf of 
Aden, Norwegian Navy Frigate KNM Fritjof 
Nansen was fitted with a new PAP-6000 
davit. The davit was built and installed at 
record speed, in order to meet the sailing 
date for the frigate. The davit will be used 
by the special marines force with their 
Goldfish RIB. The Norwegian Navy will 
perform an important anti-piracy role in the 
Somalia region and Vestdavit’s davit will
be a major contributor to operational 
effectiveness.
atle.kalve@vestdavit.no

Vestdavit runs Hansa Relay 2013
Two enthusiastic teams from Vestdavit 
competed against teams from other 
firms in the traditional Hansa Relay in 
early May. The race is held over 6,070 
m in eight stages. We didn’t win but we 
did have fun!

Vestdavit has established a special 
section on You Tube of our most 
interesting product videos. Check 
out our boat handling systems in 
action. Go to www.youtube.com 
and search for Vestdavit.

Videos of Vestdavit
on Youtube

Our new web site has now 
launched. Please go to 
www.vestdavit.no and check
it out. Comments and feedback 
are welcome.
elisabeth.andersen@vestdavit.no

Vestdavit on
the web

PGS on-site team represented by Kurt Haddal
and Arne Vatn.

PGS Ramform seismic vessel,
Ramform Titan.


