Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
 
It is a great honor for me to be welcoming you here tonight at the 3rd Annual Dinner
of the Greek Press Ass.
 The aim of the GPA is to bring together Greek , Greek Cypriot and British journalists
  and  develop a strong  and productive co-operation among us.  Also,
to encourage the UK Greek residents to become more interested in British politics.
 We have the privilege, this evening, to have  many well known personalities among us.
First of all  our guest of honor: Mrs Artemis Cooper,  whose recent book, "a biography of Patrick Leigh Fermor" has been sort-listed for several awards and has been enjoyed by many readers.
Indeed, there could be no better person to write this biography, owing to the long connection of friendship, between him and her family.
Mrs Cooper, is the daughter of John Julius Norwich, a very eminent personality and author of many books, particularly interested in Byzantium... Her husband Antony Beevor, is also a brilliant  historian writer, more famous for his books on World War especially his definitive work on the war
itself, proceeded by his books on Crete and Stalingrad.
To me personally, Mrs Cooper has been kind, having help me, three years ago, to write the obituary for Patrick for the Hellenic Times. We really look forward to short presentation of her book this evening.
 Our OTHER guest of honor, Mrs Vicky Pryce, whom I have  known since she was one of the  top women economists in the City of London - and we often met there for lunch!
 Mrs Pryce, later  became a top adviser to the UK Government and joint Head of the UK Government
Economic Service.
Her Greek origin, prompted her to involve herself in all Greek matters and her interest in Greece
remains dominant in her life. Her book commenting on the Greek management of the economic crisis
called "Greekonomics"
 Vicky is, now, among other professional engagements,   a frequent commentator on Greece.
 Mrs Pryce will also  be addressing us a little later, about her new book titled "It's The Economy stupid",
economics for voters - all about the issues facing the electorate in the forthcoming UK elections.
 Last but not least, we are especially delighted to announce  our third guest of honor, Mr Geoffrey Robertson QC..who among his other professional interests,  has with his colleague Amal Clooney  been involved in the  re-uniting of the Parthenon Marbles in Greece and he also will address us later on the progress of this matter.
 So we have much to look forward to...
We thank both H.E The  Greek Ambassador Mr Konst. Bikas and H.E The High Commissioner for Cyprus Mr 
Evripides Evriviades for their presence tonight,
We also welcome the new Greek Consular Mr Soteris Demastichas, Prof. Chris Pitelis from Bath University.. Paul Mason from Chanel 4  and all the Greek journalists who are working in the British Media.
..................
  
I would like to thank our sponsors: Mrs Matti Egon, The Greek Organisation of Tourism and IDS for offering the wine.   The director of the London Greek Radio Mr John Kyriakides for his continuous support.
 London Greek Radio  is vitally important for our Community....and without Mr Kyriakides' leadership and financial support, it is arguable whether it would still exist. Since I mention the radio, may I recommend that you switch to LGR, 103,3 FM to listen to Greek music while driving in London; ..it is so pleasant   driving in London under Greek rhythms. 
 
Apologies ....from Mr Doros Partasides who could'nt be with us tonight, He sent his regards to everybody
and especially to Vicky Pryce,  and he has promised to organise our next  GPA meeting,...Victoria Hislop, Kyriakos Tsioupras, Lefteris Pitarakis, Dino Sofos, Kiki Loizou, Chryssa Panosiadou . Alex Frangeskides, Pambos Charalambous who is in Cyprus this week....
and....... Michael Wood, who is filming in China at the moment...Michael told me last week when we met that his new film on Saphoo of Lesvos is due to be released in the British TV on April..
and he proudly added;"I have interviewed every British professor who specializes  on the subject"...so we are expecting another promising film by Michael Wood.
Perhaps you know or you may not that Patrick Leigh Fermor left his house in Kardamyli-Greece to Benaki Museum in order to be used as a guest house offering hospitality to writers and journalists.
The Benaki Museum now deals with it and tries to raise the money for the renovations needed in order the house to be ready and start receiving guests. 
In the mean time if any journalist wishes to visit Mani and see the area around Patrick's House, I could
help by offering free accommodation..I have three offers from Hotels in the area..please do see me later..
 We have a few Books, Patrick's biography, and Vicky's Economics to be given away signed by the Author...what an exciting night!!!
