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The Genocide of Pontian Greeks

Nowadays, the word Genocide brings out thought automatically to the two tragic events of the 20th century, the Armenian Genocide in 1915 by the Young Turks and the Genocide of the Jews and the Slavic peoples in 1940-44 by the Germans.

During the 20th century, however, we had genocidal atrocities against all the Christian peoples of Minor Asia (that is, Anatolia), especially against the Assyrians and the Greeks, whom the New World Order tried and still tries to undermine. Out of all the other Greeks in Anatolia, the Greeks of the Pontus region [along the coast of the Black Sea] were unlucky enough to face all the adversities, which in the United Nations convention, are referred to as genocidal acts.

The “Young Turks”, wrote F. Sartiaux, “revealed their ambitious plan; that is, the extermination of all indigenous Christian populations of Anatolia.” Never before, in any other time in history, had a more devilish plan haunted humanity's imagination in that way.

The visible danger that the Pontian Greeks may have the fate of the Armenians forced the Austro-Hungarian Consul of Samsun (Amisos) Kwiatkowski to denounce the acts, sending repeated telegrams to his ambassador Johann von Pallavicini. Pallavicini conveyed consul's worries to the Ottoman Foreign Minister Halil bey, who tried to justify the atrocities, saying that the Greeks back the Russians and are sympathetic to the insurgents and the deserters.

Some Germans, who did not agree with the policy of ethnic-cleansing, tried to denounce the acts and dissociate themselves from the responsibility of the genocidal measures, by sending a series of reports to the Foreign Ministry – especially after the global outcry following the Armenian Holocaust. To be more precise, on 16 July 1916, the German Consul of Samsun, Kuckhoff, wrote to the Foreign Ministry in Berlin: “Reliable sources state that the entire Greek population of Sinope and the coastal region of Kastamonu Vilayet (Greek: Kastanomi) has been evicted. Exile and annihilation are, essentially, the same concept in Turkish, for anyone who is not killed eventually dies of disease and hunger.”

In the whole of Pontus, death prevailed in its most cruel manifestations. From Russia, the Greek Embassy in Petrograd informed the Foreign Ministry about the tragic condition of residents in the Trebizond Vilayet (Trabzon): “...On 15 April, the residents of 16 villages in the area of Vazelon in the Trebizond Vilayet, all the Greeks, having been ordered by the Turkish military authorities to leave and go inside Argyroupolis (modern-day city of Gümüşhane) and fearing of being slaughtered like they had seen the Armenians being slaughtered, left their homes and entered the forests, hoping to be saved by a possible quick advance of the Russian army. Out of them -up to 6,000 people-, 650 found refuge in the Vazelon Monastery, where there were another 1,500 refugees from Trebizond (modern-day Trabzon), 1,200 people entered one large cave by the village “Kounaka” and various other caverns. All the homes of these villages were looted and the possessions were seized by the Turkish army. Those who were hidden in the cave of “Kounaka” capitulated and surrendered, forced by hunger. Out of them, 26 women and girls, in order to avoid being dishonoured, jumped into a river lying nearby the village Gefyra and, notwithstanding the efforts of the others to save them, they drowned…”

On 19.12.1916 and 2.1.1917 the Austrian ambassador in Constantinople, Count Johann von Pallavicini, described to Vienna,  the recent events in Pontus, referring to the pains of Samsun: “11 December 1916: 5 Greek villages looted, subsequently burnt. Residents displaced. 12 December 1916: In the city's outskirts villages burnt down. 14 December 1916: Whole villages burnt down along with the churches. 17 December 1916: In the region of Samsun, they burnt down 11 villages. The looting continues. The villagers were maltreated. 31 December 1916: About 18 villages were burnt down completely. 15 partially. About 60 women were raped. Even churches were looted.”

With an arbitrary and unsubstantiated justification that the Greeks were being armed by the Russians, all the Greeks from Sinope to Alaçam were displaced. The coastal areas of the Vilayet of Kerasous (modern-day Giresun) were destroyed and, according to Metropolitan Germanos, 100,000 Greeks of the coastal regions between Alaçam and Kerasous were in danger of having  the same fortune.

The stauropegic (patriarchal) monasteries of Pontus also shared the same tragic fortune. For the first time in five centuries of subjugation, the official Ottoman authorities did not respect the shrines of Christians which had always been a sanctuary for persecuted Christians.

“A person's mind is shocked,” wrote the Metropolitan of Rodopolis Cyrillus on 12  November 1918, “by the atrocities committed and the number of victims, reaching 487 souls, who met with horrible death in the mountains, in the caves and in the holes of earth, where they hid to avoid the murderous blade of the slayers. Between the murdered victims, we can also include 14 young girls, who found a religious sanctuary in the occupied holy Monastery of Vazelon. This is where these tyrants, after having captured the peaceful fathers of the Monastery, they satisfied their bodily pleasures, violently dishonouring these young virgins, whose breasts and heads they took off and left leaving the corpses behind.”

Due to the advance of the Russian troops and their encampment at the coast along the Harşit river just outside Tripolis (Tirebolu) and more inland in Şiran, the Young Turks found the opportunity to get rid of the presence of the dangerous and annoying Greeks who resided in the prosperous regions of Tripolis and Kerasous.

The Tripolitans' suffering towards a white death lasted twenty-five days. On 9 December, it was officially announced to the displaced people that their permanent place of residence would be the Armenian village Birk, which was deserted, because its 500 families had been slaughtered a year earlier.

“It had been three months since the black day we entered Pirk. It was early March and out of the initial 13,000 we were now no more than 800, weak and incapable of any work. Out of the 800 who were saved, the 300 were city-dwellers, and the rest villagers.”

“What we had suffered,” G. Sakkas wrote, “within those four months is something horrible, unheard of, beyond any description. I saw, as it was proven later, whole families getting uprooted and disappear within all this chaos.”

Outside persecution, displacements, hangings and the annihilation of Greek villages, this period also saw extensive efforts of Islamisation in the regions of Pontus. We have sufficient information for the regions of Sebasteia (Sivas), Nikopolis (Koyulhisar) and Koloneia (Şebinkarahisar) by P. Kynigopoulos, who was a school headmaster and member of a Greek committee aiming to inform the public opinion for the persecutions against the Greeks in the region. Out of the 200 Greek families in the village Koraca only 26 remained, the rest were annihilated. One of these 26 was the priest's family, which escaped death only because of the Islamisation of his daughter and daughter-in-law. In total, out of the 51,660 Greek inhabitants of Koloneia, only one third survived. Many of those who survived, mainly women and children, were Islamised by force. The worst of all, though, Kynigopoulos reports, was the fact that the Turkish authorities took the Greek children away from their families, in the pretence of protecting them and sent them to Turkish schools in Sebasteia, where they took the equivalent education. Even very young children were not exempt from this practice. That's why many of the children were Islamised.

The surrender of Trebizond to the Ottoman army and the great victory of the Brest-Litovsk Treaty re-boosted the moral of the Young Turks and particularly that of the local rulers of Pontus, who – without the fear of Russian reprisals– pursued their short-term profiteering, which became destructive for their Empire in long term. The experience gained in previous years proved to be very practical and profitable. The enormous fortunes of Greeks and Armenians passed to hands of ruthless abusers and murderers. A non-existent Muslim bourgeois class in Pontus started to emerge after the Armenian and Greek genocides by the nouveau-riche thugs who profiteered by stealing Christians' fortunes. The descendants of the biggest culprit of the Greek genocide, Topal Osman, are today multi-millionaires and stalwarts of the “modern” Turkish bourgeois ideology.

In his analytical report to the Ecumencal Patriarch, on 12 October 1918, Metropolitan Chrysanthus attached a long list of abuses and looting committed in his ecclesiastical district up to 7 October 1918.

Similar crimes occurred in other areas of Pontus. I mention extracts from the report of the Metropolitan of Neoceasaria (Niksar) Polykarpos, submitted to all Patriarchates and at the same time it was published in the newspaper “New Life” of Constantinople on 12/11/1918, issue 98: “... After they had suffered the most terrible things, the residents of Koloneia, robbed, persecuted, threatened and slaughtered, were buried un-mourned, without a funeral in an inhospitable Turkish area in Tokat and in other places.”

On 20 May 1919 the Arch-Mandrite Panaretos and the physician K. A Fotiadis, by command of the Central Union of Yekaterinodar's Pontiac Greeks and also by the a special recommendation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, visited the ecclesiastical districts of Pontus and recorded accurately the wild and colossal disaster of the Greeks in the region. Their statistics census with the percentages and analytical date coincides with the arrival date of Mustafa Kemal in Samsun.

Before the war, the Samsun vilayet had a Greek population of “136,768 persons,  393 schools, 12,360 school students, 493 teachers and 498 churches. Out the whole population 72,375 were displaced or left in exile, out of which 70% died in exile and only 30% returned.”

The situation in Pontus and especially in the countryside was tragic. Known armed irregulars carried on the abuses in Greek villages, every night, by shooting, looting and raping the undefended villagers. The life of the Greeks became an endless torture.

At this time Topal Osman with his volunteers tries to cleanse off the Greek Çete, while Mustafa Kemal -by the Sultan's orders and as the Inspector of the 9th Army– set off on 16 May 1919 towards Samsun to allegedly protect the Greek and the Armenians by the Turkish Çete (that is, gangs). Mustafa Kemal and his 21 friends arrived in the port of Samsun on 19 May 1919.

When Topal Osman was informed that Kemal's desire was to meet him, he went to his closest companions, like Temoğlu Ismail Ağa, Dargaroğlu Bilal and Kara Ahmet from the region of Cavrak and went to Havza.

Osman Ağa presented a detailed report on the activities of the Greeks and the Armenians in Kerassous and its surrounding area. Kemal told him:

“I see you are a patriot since youth. You follow still the ideals you had then. We must fight until our country is liberated, until no internal or external enemy remains. You will defend the villages and towns of the Black Sea. Your gang will turn from a disorganised and untrained force into becoming a battalion. You will become the commander of that battalion. We will give you young and audacious officers. Since you have the support of the Turkish people, organise yourself, become the chief, so the city is in practice under your possession and your people's. Rather than you going to the mountains, let the Greeks go. In due time, as soon as we have signs they are breaking the law, we will clear them out.”

After this long discussion, Topal Osman told Kemal regarding this topic: “Do not worry at all, my Pasha! I will give the Pontiac Greeks so much incense that they will drown like wasps.”

Special newspaper editions publishing black mourning columns, daily gatherings, protest marches and religious rituals reflected the reaction against the ratification of the treaty for many days to come. Kemal declared the Turkish nation is under persecution and called for a struggle to defend the fatherland.

The article-writer of the Daily Telegraph commented on Kemal's persecutions against the Greek population of Anatolia in Trebizond in 1919 by writing that: “Today's displacement and slaughters in Anatolia are unprecedented in Turkish history. They are of greater importance than those committed during Gladstone's time and even greater than those committed in 1915.”

The appeals, the reports and the telegrams of desperation of the residents were addressed to a Greek government whose focus was somewhere else. Thus, the thousand-year-old Greek Trebizond rather than receiving Greek soldiers, it saw the Soviet representatives visiting Ankara to organise and assist Kemal's government.

Until now I believe that the historians have never objectively ascribed the Bolsheviks’ contribution  in the establishment of Kemal's authority and the destruction of the Anatolian Greeks. Thanks to their financial and military assistance, Kemal's government managed to survive at its most crucial moment, to stand up on its feet and be able to publicly take the final decision to annihilate all Christians, with no longer fearing the Allies' reprisals.

Nine large missions were formed to displace the Greeks from the city of Samsun and it was all done within a few days. The crime of this genocide had to take place quickly enough, before the international humanitarian organisations or some of the Allied countries could complain.

According to G.Valavanis “ The Turkish ‘policemen’[ professional murderers, prison absconders and  bail-jumping robbers as 90% of them were] who escorted the deposed Greeks to the specified place of exile, remained with the convoy for the night and soon, by a salvo of gunshots in the air, gave the signal to armed Turkish gangs hidden nearby to attack the defenceless ‘Samsunians’ “ 
It is very important that Kemalists' crimes in 1921 were even admitted by some members of the highest  layers of Ottoman society, who had an immediate relationship to these acts. In his long report/denunciation, Djemal Nouhzet, Legal Councellor of Constantinople’s Military Command, writes:

 “The Greek population of the Black Sea coast, being hard working and rich by handling trade and commerce, was the most important player of the area. Kemal, in order to preserve the Cetes, he had to give them a ‘field of action’ . As such, he found the Pontus region. The slaughter, and annihilation took from February to August and the displacements were carried out quasi-officially with the contribution of military and political officialdom. As the region was very large and rich, people of all classes took part in the destruction. 
[…]  Many of the women were led to the interior by the Cetes, who killed them after raping them. 

[…]  The estates and money of the Pafra residents were looted. The Cetes then entered the Ala-Cam municipality where they lined-up the 2,500 Christian residents, led them to the foothills of the mountain and killed them all. From the 25,000 Christians of the Pafra/Ala-Cam  region, 90% were annihilated and those dislodged to the interior were all killed. The public lynching and hanging of the religious, spiritual and political leadership in the central square of Samsun was a premeditated genocidal act that was condemned even by friendly governments of France and Italy as well as all the other European ones, organizations and many intellectuals from Europe and America. 
                                                                          *
Every nation has the right to demand persistently the official recognition of the injustices committed against it. Today's reality does not justify any further delays. When one delays in the face of History, one will face its vengeance.

I think, it is time that International Organisations, formed to protect world peace got their act together. They should work to bring justice in accordance with the spirit and terms of the United Nations Charter and with respect to fundamental human values. It is necessary to have an impartial committee on Human Rights that will shed light on the events of that tragic period through the existing documents.

The request of the Pontian Greeks for recognition of their Genocide would be a message of redemption for the Turkish society itself.

Germany had committed a terrible Genocide against the Jewish and Slavic peoples during World War II. Yet Germany apologised, compensated and carries on highlighting its responsibility for it.

Modern-day Turkey, if it wants to be called a European country and join the EU, must follow the example of Germany; that is, to admit the numerous genocides it committed and commits, to apologise for them and pledge to humanity and itself that it will not commit them again. This is the way to liberate the soul and conscience of the new generation of Turks from the underlying complexes, which form an obstacle for Turkey to adopt the great values of European civilisation.

The frontline of Greek resistance against modern Turkish expansionism starts from the recognition of the Pontian Genocide.

