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CONTEXT 
 
1. INCIDENT REPORT.  131657Z MAR 17 / ARIES 13 / TANKER / SUSPICIOUS EVENT / 
CONTACT NOT ESTABLISHED WITH SHIP’S MASTER. CTF151 TASKED KIRISAME TO 
INVESTIGATE BUT DUE NATIONAL CONSTRAINTS SHE CANNOT ENTER SOMALI TW. SHE 
IS TRACKING SHIPS MOVEMENT FROM DISTANCE. PUNTLAND MINISTER OF FISHERY 
AFFAIRS STATED THAT ARIS 13 WAS HIJACKED. MPRA SENT PICTURES OF THE SHIP 
TAKEN AFTER INCIDENT; FROM IMINT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO CONFIRM THAT THIS IS AN 
ACT OF PIRACY. LAST POSITION OF ARIS 13 AT 132030Z MAR IS 11 57,5N 051 29,49E. 
 
2. The Merchant Tanker (MT) ARIS 13 is a PANAMA owned, UAE managed and COMOROS 
flagged ship with eight Sri Lankan nationals on board. It was reportedly taken by an unknown 
group and taken to the shore in the vicinity of CALUULA, PUNTLAND. 
 

 
Fig.1 Imagery of the ARIS 13 dated 13 Mar 17. 

 
3. At the beginning of Feb 17 MT ARIS 13 travelled from SRI LANKA to DJIBOUTI, but made a halt 
in BOSSASO from 14-22 Feb 17. It then set course back to DJIBOUTI.  Leaving port on 8 Mar 17, 
fully loaded with gasoline, towards MOGADISHU (SOMALIA).  It transited at a low speed south of 
the IRTC. On 130520Z Mar 17, while still apparently heading to MOGADISHU, ARIS 13 changed 
course towards the PUNTLAND coast. At 1158Z, the ship contacted its owner claiming it was 
being followed by two speedboats and that weapons had been seen on one of them. At 1245Z a  
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EUNAVFOR Maritime Patrol Aircraft flew over the ARIS 13 and spotted one dhow approaching the 
ARIS 13. A few minutes later, two skiffs departed from the dhow and exchanged packages with the 
ARIS 13. There were no weapons visible and both skiffs did not demonstrate any threatening 
behaviour. At 1256Z, the ARIS 13 suddenly changed direction again and headed to the town of 
CALUULA in PUNTLAND, where it is now anchored a few hundred meters from the coast. On 
140412Z a distress signal was sent from the ship. The ARIS 13 was last spotted at position 11 59 
00 N, 050 45 42 E by EUNAVFOR MPRA who determined that the ship didn’t display any damage, 
its AIS was shining and radar spinning. Two people were present on the bridge, one of them was 
possibly armed, neither was wearing any uniform. 
 
4. At approximately 14 1820Z a representative from EUNAVFOR spoke to the crew and the men 
holding them captive. The crew stated they were all alive and unharmed. They confirmed the fact 
they had been hijacked and stated that shots had been fired by the pirates whilst attempting to 
board the vessel. The pirate leader said he was a 34 year old man called Jacfar Saciid 
CABDULAAHI from the town of BURCO. He stated that he was negotiating with the owner of the 
vessel for a ransom for the crew. He additionally stated that he would kill all of the hostages if the 
PMPF attempted to enter the area. 
 
CJ2 COMMENT:  The ARIS 13 was transiting very close to the shore of SOMALIA without visible 
BMP measures or an embarked PAST.  It didn’t register with MSCHOA before leaving DJIBOUTI. 
The low speed (6knt at the time of the incident) and low board made it a vulnerable target for 
pirates.  The only local maritime security force in the area is the PMPF; until now they haven’t 
reacted to the incident.  The Somali narrative around this incident is that local fishermen were 
protecting their waters against toxic waste dumping. CJ2 COMMENT ENDS. 
 
CJ2 ASSESSMENT: There are currently no certainties about the criminal networks involved in this 
hijacking, but there is a REALISTIC POSSIBILITY that they are one of the same networks who 
were involved in piracy prior to 2012 operating in the PUNTLAND region. There is currently no 
corroborative reporting to firmly assess what the current or future intent of this criminal organisation 
might be. It is assessed however as HIGHLY LIKELY that the crew of the ARIS 13 are being held 
against their will by a pirate group operating out of CALUULA. All vessels navigating through this 
region should adhere to BMP4 and use the IRTC, so as to remove the opportunity for criminal 
organisations to conduct pirate attacks. It is assessed as LIKELY that the current political instability 
in PUNTLAND coupled with the crisis surrounding the ongoing drought is responsible for the 
increase in the freedom of manoeuvre for criminal organisations in this region. CJ2 ASSESSMENT 
ENDS. 


