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A fruitful Dialogue!

Since January 2018, FEPORT has engaged with a number 
of like-minded organizations in a fruitful dialogue about 
two important topics: the upcoming revision of the 
Reporting Formalities Directive and the ongoing revision 
of the Combined Transport Directive. The outcome of these 
exchanges has proven that areas of agreement are often 
more important than diverging views and it is always worth 
understanding each other’s interests. 

This mindset led to the creation of the “Industry Alliance 
for Multimodal Connectivity and Logistics for Growth” 
towards the end of 2016 and has allowed associations of 
the logistics chain to think “multimodal” instead of focusing 
on specific individual interests. 

More can be achieved if dialogue continues to prevail. 
Collaboration will be crucial between all actors of the 
multimodal chains. It is essential to ensure that any upcoming 
regulatory framework with respect to digitalization in the 
multimodal chain enables interoperability and remains 
technology neutral. 

Commercial players continue to develop solutions and 
it should be up to the market to select and implement 
solutions that best serve their needs. 

FEPORT is committed to continuing the work with other 
like-minded organizations and strongly supports the 
content of the joint positions regarding the revision of the 
Combined Transport Directive and the upcoming revision 
of the Reporting Formalities Directive.

Happy Easter to all!

Follow “Industry Alliance for Multimodal Connectivity and 
Logistics for Growth” on Twitter: @I_AM_ALLIANCE

07.03.2018 – Social Dialogue 
meeting, Brussels

Last March 7th, FEPORT 
participated in the EU Social 
Dialogue for Ports meeting that 
took place in Brussels. Social 
partners discussed various 
agenda items and listened to a 

presentation provided by DG Trade representative regarding 
the proposed Regulation on FDI screening.

DG MOVE (Maritime Unit) presented an update about the status 
of the transposition of the Directive on the safe loading and 
unloading of bulk carriers and informed social partners that 
following their request, EMSA will require Member States to 
provide information about the implementation of the Directive. 
Some serious/lethal accidents which occurred on bulk 
ships could have been avoided if ship shore check lists were 
systematically used.

As a result of exchanges and 
commitments from employers’ and 
employees’ organizations, social 
partners adopted a declaration 
on the elimination of violence and 
harassment against female port 
workers.

During the next Social Dialogue meeting to be held on 4th 
July, an interim report of the study about the impact of market 
based and technological innovation will be presented to social 
partners.

07.03.2018 – Declaration on the 
elimination of violence and 
harassment against female port 
workers

Whereas non-discrimination and equality between women and 
men are among the European Union’s founding values;
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Whereas the SSDCP adopted on 23 October 2014 its 
recommendations on Women’s Employment in the Port Sector, 
among which the elimination of discrimination and harassment 
at work place between men and women is mentioned;

Whereas according to the 2014 EU-wide survey on the violence 
against women (1) an estimated one in three women has 
experienced physical and/or sexual violence since the age of 15 
and every second woman (55 %) has been confronted with one 
or more forms of sexual harassment;

Whereas a survey by the European Transport Workers’ 
Federation (ETF) on workplace violence against women 
transport workers (2) - to which more than 1,400 women 
transport workers from across Europe contributed – confirms 
that women working in the transport sector are confronted 
with abuse, threats, intimidation and offensive behaviour;

Whereas the European Commission launched on 27 November 
2017 the EU Platform for Change – Women in Transport to 
strengthen women’s employment and equal opportunities for 
women and men in the transport sector;

Whereas the Directive 2002/73/EC provides legal framework 
for the fight against discrimination in workplace, including 
harassment and sexual harassment;

The Social Partners renew their commitment to prevent and 
eliminate all forms of violence against women at work in ports 
and they:

1. Pledge their strong commitment to further pursue their 
work on strengthening women’s employment and gender 
mainstreaming in ports with the aim to:

- Promote a workplace culture in which women are treated as 
equals and workers treat one another with respect;

- Fight discrimination and ensure that women are entitled 
to equal access to jobs and professions in ports as well as to 
equal working conditions as men.

2. Strongly recommend that the issue of the gender-based 
violence and harassment in the workplace is incorporated into 
workplace culture and a zero tolerance principle is implemented 
at company and union level.

3. Request the European Commission and the EU Platform for 

Change Members to treat the issue of violence and harassment 
against women transport workers as a priority, and to identify 
and share good practices in preventing violence and harassment.

4. Recognise elimination of violence and harassment against 
women as a part of the effort for a safe and healthy working 
environment.

5. Acknowledge the role of the workplace information and 
training for raising awareness and helping prevention of both 
workplace and domestic gender-based violence and harassment.

6. Call on those EU Member States who have not yet ratified 
Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul 
Convention) to speed up the ratification process.

7. Urge the EU Member States and the European Commission 
to support the adoption of an ILO Convention on violence and 
harassment against women and men in the world of work, 
accompanied by a Recommendation.

8. Urge that every effort be made so that this declaration will 
become generally known and respected.

____________________________________________
1. Violence against women: an EU-wide survey. Main results report, FRA, 2014

2. Violence against women at work in transport, ETF, 2017

08.03.2018 – YILPORT becomes a 
member of FEPORT

YILPORT Holding Inc. was 
established in August 2011 to 
consolidate port and container 

terminal operations of Yildirim Group under one roof.

YILPORT’s marine terminals portfolio includes 5 terminals in 
Turkey, 7 in Portugal, 2 in Sweden, 2 in Spain, 1 in Norway, 1 
in Malta, 1 in Peru, and 1 in Ecuador. In addition, YILPORT’s 
dry terminals portfolio includes 3 in Gebze, and 2 in Gemlik 
in Turkey, and the Stockholm Nord Dry Terminal in Sweden. 
YILPORT’s consolidated annual handling capacity is calculated 
over 10 million TEUs in containers, 22 million tons of dry bulk 
and general cargo, 2.15 million cubic meters of liquid cargo, and 
ro-ro capacity of 1,000,000 CEUs.

Newsletter March  2018

www.feport.eu Follow us on

http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2014/violence-against-women-eu-wide-survey-main-results-report
http://www.etf-europe.org/files/extranet/-75/47768/ETF summary report VAW at work in transport EN.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT


In 2017, YILPORT has achieved outstanding business results. The 
group’s terminals handled 4.3 million TEU containers, reporting 
9.5% year-on-year container volume growth compared to 
2016 performance. The main drivers of growth were Turkey’s 
growing seaborne trade and Swedish exports. This growth has 
allowed YILPORT to be ranked as 13th on Drewry international 
terminal operators list in 2017.

In 2017, YILPORT also recorded 9.5 million tons of general 
cargo volume, 364,100 CEU ro-ro operations and 3.67 million 
cubic meters of liquid cargo volume.

“We are following our vision to be TOP 10 operator and focusing 
upon to realize a strong organic as well as inorganic growth 
within all YILPORT occupations. So, as well we are increasing our 
footprint in EUROPE and it is logically following the need to be 
more present within the European political environment.

FEPORT offers us a good platform and network to get in touch 
with the European politicians as well as to team up with other 
members acting in our industry to communicate common thoughts 
and interests. We are glad to join the group and look forward to 
very interesting discussions” commented Mr. Christian Blauert, 
CEO of YILPORT.

“We are very glad to welcome YILPORT as new member of FEPORT. 
Our organization is increasing the geographical scope of the 
representation of terminal operators and private port companies. 
A group like YILPORT is bringing an insightful customer experience 
and we are delighted to have them on board. It is crucial to join 
forces to raise awareness about the main challenges our industry 
is facing” said Mr. Gunther Bonz, President of FEPORT.

See more here.

08-09.03.2018 – ALICE Towards 
Zero Emissions Logistics Workshop, 
Brussels

Last March 8th-9th, FEPORT 
took part in the “Towards Zero 
Emissions” Logistics Workshop 

organized by ALICE who adopted the objective towards “Zero 
Emissions Logistics”  for its long term strategy (2050), as agreed 
during the latest ALICE Plenary in December 2017.

The workshop was divided in two days. The first day was about 
“Logistics Emissions Accounting”. The session was opened by 
Mr. Sergio Barbarino (P&G and ALICE Chairman) and Ms. Paola 
Chiarini (Policy Officer, European Commission, DG MOVE). 
The topic was approached from both – users’ and providers’ 
perspective.

The second day was about “Logistics Emissions Reduction Path” 
and was officially opened by Mr. Jean Francois Aguinag (Head 
of Unit, European Commission, DG R&I). Among other topics, 
participants discussed “decarbonization targets and measures 
to achieve them: state of knowledge”.

12.03.2018 – General Legislation 
Section – Union Customs Code, 
Brussels
On March 12th, FEPORT participated in the 21st meeting of 
the General Legislation Section of the Customs Expert Group 
(CEG/GEN/21) joint with the Trade Contact Group (TCG). 
The objective of the meeting was to discuss and address any 
challenges related to the implementation of the Union Customs 
Code. The meeting focused on the finalization of amendment 
packages to the Union Customs Code and the Union Customs 
Code Implementing and Delegated Acts.

14-15.03.2018 – The 3rd Port 
Technology Container Terminal 
Automation Conference: 
Automated Intelligence & AI

The 3rd Port Technology 
Container Terminal 
Automation Conference: 
Automated Intelligence 
& AI took place on March 
14-15, 2018 in London. 

This year, key industry 
issues were debated by 

global ports and terminals, shipping liners, industry bodies, 
research agents, consultants, contractors, as well as technology, 
solution and equipment providers. They addressed challenges 
surrounding process automation, big data analytics, predictive 
decision making, cyber risk security and many more facets of 
the fully automated terminals of the future. 
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15.03.2018 – Enhancing Transport 
Connectivity – FEPORT calls 
for Combined Transport and 
Reporting Formalities for Ships to 
be at center of the European Year 
of Multimodality
Ahead of the European Commission High-level Conference on 
European Multimodal Freight Transport in Sofia on 20th March, 
FEPORT, along with other relevant transport associations, has 
co-signed two position papers: Joint positions on the proposed 
revision of the Combined Transport Directive and the upcoming 
revision of the Reporting Formalities Directive.

Multimodality takes advantage of the strengths of the 
different modes, such as convenience, speed, cost, reliability, 
predictability, etc., and in combination, can offer more efficient 
transport solutions for people and goods which will help ease 
the pressure on our congested roads, and make the whole sector 
more environmentally friendly, safer, and cost efficient.

Commissioner Violeta Bulc has launched the “Year of 
Multimodality” as a means of raising the importance of 
multimodality for the EU transport system.

FEPORT Secretary General, Ms. Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, stated 
that “FEPORT strongly supports and welcomes the Commission’s 
Year of Multimodality because our members are actors of the 
multimodal chain and investors in intermodal solutions”.

Ms. Kerdjoudj-Belkaid continued, “We hope that the High-
level Conference on European Multimodal Freight Transport 
in Sofia will focus on cross-sectoral strengths and recognize 
the contribution of all nodes and modes to the efficiency of 
multimodal chains in Europe. The joint positions that we have co-
signed are a contribution to the upcoming discussions that will 
concern multimodality and a signal that industries are stronger 
together (1)”.

Regarding the combined transport proposal, FEPORT Policy 
Advisor, Mr. Conor Feighan, stressed that the revision of the 
Directive “offers good grounds to encourage the use of combined 
transport in order to achieve a more resource efficient transport 
and logistic network”.

Mr. Feighan continued, “Further elaboration is required in 
certain areas, in particular regarding when support measures are 
allowed for terminal development, but the proposal is a welcome 
improvement on the existing text”.

In relation to the upcoming revision of the Reporting Formalities 
Directive, Mr. Feighan stated there was a need to “ensure that 
any legislative proposal focuses on the creation of a European 
maximum data set, the re-use of existing systems and is technology 
neutral”.

Mr. Feighan concluded that the objective of the revision needs 
to “focus on simplification for all actors involved in reporting 
formalities for ships”.

 __________________

(1) Signed associations are also members of the “Industry Alliance 
for Multimodal Connectivity and Logistics for Growth”

19.03.2018 – ENVI Committee 
hearing - Combined Transport, 
Brussels

On March 19th, the European 
Parliament’s ENVI Committee held a 
consideration of their draft opinion on 
the Common rules for certain types of 
combined transport of goods between 
Member States. The rapporteur for 

opinion, Mr. Michel Dantin (EPP, FR), welcomed the Commission’s 
proposal for addressing some of the shortcomings of the current 
legal text. Mr. Dantin presented his proposed amendments to 
the Commission proposal which look to clarify primarily on 
targeted support measures, improving the efficiency of the 
logistics chain and the use of alternative and low carbon fuels in 
the road transport sector. 

Feport welcomes the commitment of Mr. Dantin to clarify on 
the targeted support measures proposed by the Commission, 
namely where state aid is allowed for terminal development.
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20.03.2018 – Presentation by Policy 
Department of study on ‘The new 
silk route’

On March 20, the European Parliament 
TRAN Committee met to hear a 
presentation on the study, ‘The new silk 
road’. The presentation focussed on the 
enormity of the Chinese project and the 
potential impacts and consequences it 

may have for the EU in the area of transportation.

Several MEPs voiced concern that China’s investments may 
have a negative impact on European transport standards being 
upheld in neighbourhood countries, with particular reference 
to the Balkans. Furthermore, there were also calls for the EU 
to take a more pro-active stance and draw up a comprehensive 
transport plan which would also seek to take neighbouring 
countries into account.

Source: European Parliament and DODS

22.03.2018 – DTLF Plenary, Brussels
On March 22nd, FEPORT participated in the 7th Plenary 
meeting of the Digital Transport and Logistics Forum (Forum). 
The Forum was established to assist the Commission in 
implementing the Union’s activities and programmes aimed at 
fostering more efficient exchange of electronic information in 
transport and logistics, with the objective of removing technical, 
operational and administrative barriers between and within 
transport modes.

The 7th Plenary meeting focused on the finalisation of the 
deliverables for the two DTLF subgroups, the transport 
documents subgroup (SG1) and the cargo flow optimisation 
subgroup (SG2). The key finding of both subgroups is the need 
to ensure greater interoperability in national system.

EVENTS AND INITIATIVES 
SUPPORTED BY FEPORT

11.04.2018 - Final CORE event, 
Brussels

Customs organizations and the 
companies are facing significant 
challenges. Due to the growth of 

international trade, e-commerce, Brexit and ever-increasing 
regulations and requirements in international trade, the 
amount of customs declarations and other border formalities 
are increasing exponentially.  Couple this with the limited 
resources available, organisations dealing with customs matters 
are looking for novel approaches to be able to cope with these 
challenges. The CORE data pipeline concept has proven to be 
an effective way of tackling and overcoming these challenges to 
help keep goods flowing smoothly, whilst increasing compliance. 

But the benefits aren’t limited to better coordinated border 
management. Concepts like low-intrusive scanning and system-
based supervision, can guarantee seamless interoperability 
and bring end-to-end visibility. These concepts can enhance 
the speed, reliability, and efficiency of global supply chains, 
while safeguarding supply chain security and increasing the 
effectiveness of compliance supervision by authorities. 

Through CORE, a four year and 50 million Euro project in which 
70 partners collaborated, Trusted and Transparent Trade Lanes 
are becoming a reality.

The European Shippers Council and CLECAT, on behalf of the 
project consortium invite you to the final CORE event which 
will be held in the Brussels’ Stanhope Hotel on 11th April 
2018. Shippers, freight forwarders, transport providers and 
authorities will come together to demonstrate the tangible 
outcomes of the CORE project and how these can positively 
impact the future in delivering trusted and transparent supply 
chains. Click here for the final agenda of the event.
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17.04.2018 - ICHCA Seminar on 
Port-Hinterland Connectivity: 
minimising risk, maximising 
efficiency, Hague

ICHCA International is pleased to invite you to attend Port-
Hinterland Connectivity, a practical one-day seminar in The 
Hague, 12 September, bringing all the stakeholders together 
to explore how to improve safety, security, sustainability and 
efficiency in managing the flow of cargo between ports and 
landside logistics operations across road, rail and inland 
waterway.

The ship-port interface receives a lot of attention from regulatory 
bodies such as the International Maritime Organization (IMO). 
However, the interface on the landside of coastal ports and 
terminals is equally critical and arguably more complex, 
given the large number of public and private stakeholders 
and multiple modalities involved. There are also many inland 
ports, some of very considerable size, which equally need to 
co-ordinate inbound and outbound transport flows with many 
third parties, including their maritime counterparts.

Upcoming meetings
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12.04.2018

16-19.04.2018

25-26.04.2018

02-03.05.2018

14-15.05.2018

28-31.05.2018

Institutional meetings
European Parliament Transport 
Committee meeting, Brussels

European Parliament Plenary Session

European Parliament Transport 
Committee meeting, Brussels

European Parliament Plenary Session

European Parliament Transport 
Committee meeting, Brussels

European Parliament Plenary Session

11.04.2018

16-19.04.2018

17.04.2018

25-27.04.2018

03-05.05.2018

31.05-
01.06.2018

12-14.06.2018
16-22.09.2018

19-21.09.2018

Industry meetings
Final CORE event, Brussels

Transport Research Arena Conference: “A 
Digital Area for Transport”, Vienna

ICHCA Seminar on Port-Hinterland 
Connectivity: minimising risk, 
maximising efficiency, Hague

TEN-T Days with dedicated sessions 
on multimodality and digitalisation, 
Ljubliana

European  Shipping Industry 
Stakeholders Forum, Varna, Bulgaria

ESPO Conference 2018, Rotterdam

TOC Europe, Rotterdam

European Mobility Week, across Europe

CIVITAS Forum Conference, Umea

12.04.2018

19.04.2018

16.05.2018

16.05.2018

24.05.2018

01.06.2018

FEPORT meetings

FEPORT Port Policy Committee, Brussels

FEPORT Board of Directors, Brussels

FEPORT Customs and Logistics 
Committee, Brussels

FEPORT Social Affairs Committee, 
Brussels

FEPORT Environment, Safety and Security 
Committee, Brussels

FEPORT General Assembly, Lisbon
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