Your Honorable Minister of Maritime Affairs and Insular Policy, Mr Panagiotis Kouroublis,
Your Excellency Ambassador and General Consul of Panama to Greece, Mrs CHRISTINA LIAKOPOULOS de PAPADIKIS,
Your Excellency Ambassador of Indonesia to Greece, Mr FERRY ADAMHAR,
Distinguished Chairmen of Unions and Organizations,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,
 
As President of the Piraeus Marine Club, and on behalf of the Board of Directors, allow me to take this opportunity, to extend a very warm welcome, to all of our prominent guests, who are attending this Working Luncheon.
It is with great pleasure,to be hosting today’s esteemed Guest Speakers. Four exceptional personalities, who have not only dedicated their working lives to the development of the Greek Maritime Industry, but have been truly inspiring  !
10 years ago, the Piraeus Marine Club, held a similar event, and honored the achievements of five Greeks, who were appointed in top positions, at major associations of the International Shipping industry. It is with great pride that today, we honor, once again, four powerful Greek leaders in Global Shipping, who have been appointed Presidents of major International Associations and who’s achievements need no introduction, as their results speak for themselves:
 
•             Mr PANOS LASKARIDIS, President of the EUROPEAN COMMUNITY SHIP OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
•             Mr ANASTASIOS PAPAGIANNOPOULOS, President Elect of the BALTIC AND INTERNATIONAL MARITIME COUNCIL
•             Mr JOHN PLATSIDAKIS, Chairman of INTERCARGO, and
•             Mr NIKOLAOS TSAKOS, Chairman of INTERTANCO
 
Distinguished gentlemen, we sincerely thank you for accepting our invitation, and joining us, at the premises of our historical Club!
A Club providing an ideal setting for an event of such importance, and which always had, and will continue having strong associations, with landmark events in the history of Shipping ! Allow me at this point, to mention, that this year, our Club celebrates its 50th Anniversary since it’s establishment in 1968, and upon this occasion, we are preparing our Anniversary Edition with a Collectable and Luxurious Album, which will be released and presented at the Gala Dinner, due to take place later this year, where your presence will definitely honor us!
I am glad to see many familiar and new faces, as we gather here today, to express our recognition to our Guest Speakers. Thanks to their efforts, among others, Greek maritime has the respect of the world, and deservingly so! 
Greece remains a genuine global powerhouse, and despite difficult global market conditions, the maritime industry remains a key sector, for the future of Greek economy.
To today’s distinguished Guest Speakers, and guests who have joined us, I bid you once again, a very warm welcome !!! We are indeed honored to have you here with us, thus making this Luncheon a truly significant one, which I am confident will be a great success and will provide impactful outcome !
Last but not least, I would like to acknowledge our sponsors, for their valuable support:
 
•             BUREAU VERITAS HELLAS A.E.
•             Mr COSTAS CONSTANTINOU and MOORE STEPHENS,
•             EMBASSY AND GENERAL CONSULATE OF PANAMA,
•             LLOYD’S REGISTER,
•             THOMAS MILLER (HELLAS) LIMITED, headed by Mr DANIEL EVANS, REGIONAL DIRECTOR, ARE THE MANAGERS OF THE UK P&I CLUB AND UK DEFENCE CLUB IN GREECE.
 
I wish everyone a successful and fruitful Luncheon, which will commence with our Guests’ speeches, followed by the lunch were the Questions and Answers session will take place, so please feel free to participate actively.
 
Thank you very much for your attention !!!
