Honorable Mr. Panagiotis Kouroumplis, Minister of Shipping and Island Policy, Ladies and gentlemen, Gracious sponsors of our tonight's event, Good evening,

On behalf of the Committee,

I am delighted to welcome you all to our special event this evening, which commemorates the 80th anniversary of the establishment of the Hellenic Committee of Lloyd's Brokers' Associates.

We are pleased that this anniversary coincides with this year’s Posidonia exhibition, which allows for many of our friends from the international shipping community to be here with us today. 

The Hellenic Committee of Lloyd’s Brokers’ Associates was establishedin 1938 by a small but dynamic group of insurance brokers with a view to contributing and assisting in Greece’s growth and success as a maritime nation. 

The shipping industry became a key sector of the Greek Economy, emerging as the country’s biggest source of foreign exchange. 

From its inception, the Committee’s objective has been to adapt to the challenges posed in a very dynamic environment and ever changing circumstances.

Attuned to the latest market demands, the Committee has extended membership to brokers from different sectors, in order to reinforce its activities and to satisfy the ever – evolving needs of its clients.

Every anniversary is an opportunity to indulge in reminiscence, 

to evaluate the past and set new goals for achievement 

The past eight decades have been far from easy and uneventful. 

During this period of time the world has witnessed major changes that have directly influenced Greek shipping.

There is much to remember of the past eight decades: difficult situations but also achievement, progress and dealing with special circumstances as well as "fair trade winds" that allowed us to open up new paths and personal experiences; all of which form the history of our association. 

Yet, the most significant achievement is the trust and devotion to our clients, which seals partnerships going back many years, in a common and mutually beneficial course. 

In the insurance market, mutual trust is the most important factor, because offers security. 

Security is the result of high quality of services, the reliability in meeting contractual obligations, the understanding of clients’ needs, and of being briefed and informed over the latest developments. 

These are the primary criteria for selecting a partner in the shipping business.

We have existed for 80 years and we are still here!!
This is the best proof of the market's trust in us!!

Music delights the heart and soul, so let’s embrace this joy!

I turn over the stage to the Athens ACADEMICA Symphony orchestra and conductor Emmanuel Lorentzos.
