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May 2019 allow us to have  
other interesting debates! 

 

 

      
 

On November 29th, 2018, FEPORT has held the 

Fourth edition of the Annual Stakeholders’ Con-

ference. We have been delighted to welcome you 

to discuss whether multimodal connectivity and 

digital platforms can turn trade into a growth en-

gine. 

 

Our particular warm thanks to the moderators and 

to the twenty high level speakers from across the 

global stakeholder network. The speakers were 

ranging from representatives of different direc-

torates of the European Commission to the World 

Economic Forum, the World bank and the OECD 

International Transport Forum as well as well-

known institutions and companies. All partici-

pants provided differing perspectives on whether 

multimodal connectivity is a reality and whether 

the use of digital platforms is providing a compet-

itive edge to the maritime logistics’ actors.  

 

As you may have noticed, we have tried our best 

to respect our commitment to ”Avoid to be self-

centric” (i.e. focus on our industry only) whilst also 

refraining from being too “EU centric”. We have 

offered the possibility to know what other coun-

tries and regions are doing. 

To the question: “Is multimodal physical connec-

tivity essential for the supply and logistics chains”, 

the answer was unanimously yes. All speakers 

said that it is essential for the EU to complete the 

TEN-T network with efficient hinterland connec-

tions to unleash the full potential of the different 

transport modes. 

 

It is also crucial for Member States who have pro-

claimed their commitment in Paris to fight global 

warming to avoid thinking in silos when it comes 

to agreeing on an ambitious review of the Com-

bined Transport Directive.  

 

The same European ambition should also prevail 

regarding the extension of the TEN-T network to 

other “roads”, routes etc.. The priority is to main-

tain and finalize the EU TEN-T network that has 

been financed by EU tax payers. The completion 

will play a key role to boost trade, increase EU 

exports, and allow supply chains to be competi-

tive. If other networks were to be connected, then 

a real EU coordinated vision should prevail in-

stead of a fragmented one. 

 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
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To the question: “Is trade dependent on good dig-

ital platforms?”, the answer was yes. But clouds 

are in the horizon. Some countries are closing 

their markets at the very moment that technical 

innovations are offering a tremendous potential 

for Trade to grow. IoT, 3 D printing, Blockchain as 

well as Artificial Intelligence are going introduce 

change which will disrupt the status quo and en-

able early movers to take the advantage. 

 

Business needs to be agile to be competitive. A 

lot is done by companies in the area of digital plat-

forms. Business is ready to connect. Interopera-

bility is a utopia but we need regulators to clarify 

rules of governance in terms of data sharing and 

data ownership to avoid locked in systems that 

would compromise fair competition. B2A commu-

nication raises high expectations. Business 

hopes that the promise of systems of systems 

connecting at local and national levels will not re-

main promises...  

 

Speakers of the last panel of the conference de-

livered essential messages too: Fair trade means 

fair rules and a harmonization of the competition 

rules. It is difficult to compete within a country or 

with other countries without a level playing field. 

 

This is valid for all sectors of the logistics chain 

which do not have access to the same incen-

tives/instruments nor benefit from the same sup-

port form policy makers. When it comes to a level 

playing field with other regions of the world, it is 

quite clear that regulators must talk to each other 

to harmonize State Aid, cartel rules and other 

screening mechanisms. 

Please do not hesitate to visit the conference web 

page in case you want to have access to the re-

port of the conference or the speakers’ presenta-

tions and speeches. We look forward to welcom-

ing you for the fifth edition of the Annual Stake-

holders’ Conference to be held on November 

28th, 2019. 

 

We wish you and your families a happy holiday 

season and all the best for 2019. 
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07-12-2018 – TIC 4.0 Plenary 
meeting – Brussels  

 
 

Representatives of more than 25 companies 

grouping global container terminal operators and 

their equipment and solutions suppliers held the 

second plenary meeting of TIC 4.0 (Terminal In-

dustry Committee 4.0) at FEPORT offices in 

Brussels on December 7th, 2018.  

 

The first plenary meeting had already adopted an 

initial set of governance rules and a roadmap for 

the Committee. Fundación ValenciaPort has 

been retained to provide back office support in 

the organization and documentation of Commit-

tee’s meetings and activities. 

 

Mr Boris Wenzel, Terminal Link, was elected as 

Chairman, Mr Frank Kho was appointed as the 

Coordinator of TIC 4.0, and a steering committee 

has been formed to also include FEPORT (The 

Federation of European Private Port Companies 

and Terminals) and PEMA (The Port Equipment 

Manufacturers Association). 

 

The second plenary meeting allowed participants 

to reiterate their support to TIC 4.0’s objectives 

which go far beyond just agreeing on standards 

for communication between ships and terminals.  

TIC 4.0 has been established to allow a closer 

technical interaction between terminals and man-

ufacturers with the objective of the elaboration of 

industry standards that will favor the development 

of Internet of Things, Artificial Intelligence as well 

as further technological innovations for the whole 

sector. 

 

The first objective of TIC 4.0 will be to delineate a 

corpus of definitions regarding concepts and 

technical terminology that are specific to the con-

tainer handling industry to facilitate comparatives 

about technical specifications for equipment, 

bring about objective measures of performance of 

equipment and constitute an important milestone 

towards the elaboration of standards for the in-

dustry to achieve further efficiencies. Those effi-

ciencies will have positive cascading effects on 

the whole logistics chain.  

 

A large part of the plenary meeting has been al-

located to the split of work between different 

working groups which will start the work in De-

cember 2018. 

 

The 5 work streams with proposed chair are: 

1. STS – SC: Chair: Eurogate - Vice Chair: 

Liebherr 

2. Rail CRMG – TT: Chair:  DP World - Vice 

Chair: Konecranes 

3. RTG – TT: Chair: Terminal Link – Vice Chair: 

RBS 

4. SC– SC: Chair : APMT - Vice Chair: Kalmar 

5. TT- Chair: ECT –Hutchison - Vice Chair: 

Konecranes 

 

The different working groups will:  

• Outline generic description of operational 

process for given module within its bounda-

ries 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
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• Define topics/needs/KPIs for module as per 

process description, with focus on: 

• Performance & efficiencies 

• Energy consumption 

• Safety 

• Data  

 

• Structure the output of the exercise as per 

following hierarchy: 

• Basic (Business) needs 

• Operational processes 

• Technical assets 

• Technological tools 

 

The outcome and progress report of the work of 

the working groups will be made available during 

the next Plenary Meeting which will take place in 

Marseille on February 8th 2019 at the CMA CGM 

Headquarters. 

 

 

07-12-2018 – Joint Press Re-
lease about the Combined 
Transport Directive 

 

 

 

 

The Council negotiating position (general ap-

proach) regarding the amendment of the Com-

bined Transport Directive, adopted on Monday 

3rd December, would put in danger the currently 

existing harmonized common market for Com-

bined Transport (CT). 

 

Few weeks after the Graz Declaration of 7 No-

vember, which promotes a “Green Deal for Eu-

rope”, one week after the European Commission 

announced its proposal to turn Europe climate 

neutral by 2050 and right at the beginning of the 

COP24 UN Climate Change Conference in Kato-

wice, the Council position effectively disinte-

grates the European regulatory framework of 

Combined Transport.  

 

The Combined Transport Directive has always 

been an instrumental enabler of CT operations. 

The Directive in its current form may be imperfect, 

but it describes uniform rules for CT within the EU 

Common Market.  As 85% of CT trains cross at 

least one internal border of the EU, it is excep-

tionally important that the same rules apply on 

both sides of all internal borders within the Euro-

pean Union. The proposed changes to the CT Di-

rective, if implemented, would undermine existing 

logistics chains.   

 

Furthermore, shippers, logistics service provid-

ers, CT operators, terminal managers, railway un-

dertakings and wagon keepers have extensively 

invested into Combined Transport solutions. The 

return on these investments would be highly in 

danger with such a legislation. 

 

CER, ERFA, FEPORT, UIP and UIRR therefore 

express their deep concerns on how CT will re-

main competitive in a marketplace where homo-

geneous EU-wide rules are replaced by Member 

State choices while being burdened by extensive 

new enforcement obligations. The associations 

issuing this statement call on the Romanian Pres-

idency to ensure wins for Combined Transport in 

the impending trialogue process and to align 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
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more closely with the ambition of the European 

Parliament position. 

 

 

12-12-2018 – FEPORT wel-
comes the European Parlia-
ment position on the Con-
necting Europe Facility for 
2021-2027 

On 12 December the European Parliament 

adopted its final position on the TRAN/ITRE re-

port from Rapporteurs Marinescu, Telička and 

Virrkkunen on the Connecting Europe Facility 

(CEF) for the 2021-2027 period, the so-called 

"CEF II”.   

 

FEPORT welcomes the proposed expanded 

budget for transport by €7bn to a total of 

€33.51bn (in constant prices).  

 

The rapporteurs have produced huge and appre-

ciated efforts to improve and expand the Com-

mission’s proposal.  

 

The European Parliament and the European 

Council are expected to enter into inter-institu-

tional negotiations in early 2019 under the Roma-

nian presidency of the Council.  

 

 

13-12-2018 – ALICE plenary 
meeting – Brussels 

On 13 December, ALICE (the Alliance for Logis-

tics Innovation through Collaboration in Europe) 

held its plenary meeting in Brussels. The event 

gathered over 120 members of the platform, as 

well as European policy-makers and researchers.  

 

The European Commission’s representatives, Mr 

Herald Ruijters, Director for Investment, Innova-

tive and Sustainable Transport at DG Transport 

& Mobility, and Mr Jean Francois Aguinaga, Head 

of Unit for Surface Transports DG Research & In-

novation, recognised the good work and values 

of ALICE. They shared the evolution of the rele-

vant EU policies and programs, in particular the 

Horizon Europe programme and the Connecting 

Europe Facility (CEF) through which the funding 

for multimodal transport solutions will be more 

than doubled.  

 

In addition, they called on all the stakeholders to 

utilise better communication with each other in or-

der to find smart and innovative solutions to nu-

merous challenges that the transport and logistics 

sector is facing, including the ongoing revolution 

of technology, the need to decarbonise and to 

fully exploit the opportunities of data analytics.  

 

Furthermore, the ALICE position paper on Hori-

zon Europe – the Framework Programme for Re-

search and Innovation – was presented and dis-

cussed. ALICE will start external consultation and 

support gathering based on this version, which 

will also be used for the discussion with the Euro-

pean Commission’s services and the Member 

States’ representatives.  

 

The status and the next steps of the ALICE 

Roadmap paving way towards zero-emissions lo-

gistics by 2050 were also discussed, followed by 

the presentation of the ALICE Roadmap entitled 

“Towards the Physical Internet 2030.”  

 

A new version of the Roadmap will be made avail-

able in March-April 2019 and tabled for discus-

sions with the members. The Roadmap will 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
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evolve, and a dedicated workshop will be organ-

ised at the 6th International Physical Internet 

Conference, which will take place on 9-11 July 

2019 in London, the UK.  

 

 

14-12-2018 – European Port 
Forum – Brussels 

 
 

Members of the European Port Forum – i.e. rep-

resentatives of the EU Member States, of the in-

dustry and the European Commission (DG 

MOVE, DG COMP and DG MARE) - met on De-

cember 14th for the third plenary meeting. 

 

The meeting started with an introductory state-

ment by MoS Coordinator, Professor Bodewig, 

and the formal adoption of the Terms of Refer-

ence for the Subgroups on "Sustainable Ports" 

and "Ports as hubs for blue growth". 

 

Participants had then the opportunity to be up-

dated about the answers provided by the Legal 

services of the European Commission to a num-

ber of questions raised by Member States regard-

ing different articles of the Port Services Regula-

tion.  

 

Article 19 and Article 16 of the Ports Regulation 

were discussed by the meeting participants. In 

the afternoon, the consultants in charge of the 

study on the market potential of ports and inland 

waterways provided an update and answered the 

questions of attendees.  

 

  
 

The Q&As session was followed by presentations 

about good practices in the sector. The Baltic 

Ports Organisation’s representative detailed the 

offer of LNG Bunkering in the Baltic while FE-

PORT Secretary General, Ms Lamia Kerdjoudj-

Belkaid, explained how TIC 4.0 (Terminal Indus-

try Committee 4.0) and its ongoing and future 

work will contribute to improve the efficiency and 

sustainability of port operations (please see 

above in the newsletter).  

 

During the last part of the meeting, Olaf Merk, Ad-

ministrator at ITF OECD presented the recently 

released report on the impact of alliances in con-

tainer shipping. 

 

 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
https://www.itf-oecd.org/impact-alliances-container-shipping
https://www.itf-oecd.org/impact-alliances-container-shipping
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17-12-2018 - Multimodal 
sustainable transport - 
which role for the internali-
sation of external costs?  - 
Brussels   

 

 
 

 

European Commissioner for Transport Violeta 

Bulc and the Directorate-General for Transport 

and Mobility (DG MOVE)  invited transport stake-

holders to discuss first insights from a study on 

sustainable transport infrastructure charging and 

the internalisation of transport externalities.You 

will find more information here.  

 

 

The event was organised as a part of the 2018 

Year of Multimodality. 

 

During the conference, the preliminary results of 

the study on the issue of internalising the external 

costs of transport (e.g. via appropriate pricing, 

which has been on the agenda as long back as 

the 2011 White Paper) were presented. 

 

While many studies have been carried out and 

also individual initiatives have been taken forward 

on this basis, notably on road pricing in the Eu-

rovignette Directive, a comprehensive up-to-date 

overview of the external effects compared with in-

ternalisation measures of different transport 

modes has been missing. A systematic analysis 

of transport infrastructure costs is also not avail-

able.  

 

This is why the European Commission services 

have decided in 2017 to try and establish in a 

comprehensive way the underlying facts and fig-

ures, with a view to inform future policy debates.  

 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/2018-year-multimodality-external-costs-note.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/logistics-and-multimodal-transport/2018-year-multimodality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/logistics-and-multimodal-transport/2018-year-multimodality_en
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The purpose of the work is to provide a compre-

hensive, up-to-date overview of the state of play 

regarding the “user pays” and “polluter pays” prin-

ciples.  

 

 
 

The preliminary results allow for first tentative yet 

important insights: the overall size of transport ex-

ternal costs is estimated at around 1,000 billion 

euro annually. To put this in context, this corre-

sponds to almost 7% of EU28 GDP.  

 

These include external costs related to accidents, 

environment (air pollution, climate change, the 

costs related to energy production, i.e. the well-

to-tank emissions, noise, habitat damage) and, 

only for road, congestion costs of more than 250 

billion Euro. Infrastructure costs are not included 

in this figure. These external costs are a quantifi-

cation in monetary terms of non-market items, 

merely expressed as % of GDP for an idea of their 

size. Therefore they cannot, for instance, be com-

pared to the share of transport in the economy. 

 

The level of external costs is significantly higher 

than previously quantified for most categories. 

This is partly due to an increase of the real exter-

nal effects, but also reflects a different, updated 

methodology — new research results have been 

taken into account, and other developments such 

as the real-life emissions have also been re-

flected.  

 

The final study report will provide a large number 

of indicators to illustrate these points, as de-

scribed in the following section. A breakdown by 

Member States will be available.  

 

The outstanding building blocks of the study will 

look into exploiting the data collected analytically 

so as to establish: 

(i) to what extent revenues from infrastruc-

ture charges cover expenditure on:  

a) maintenance, and  

b) maintenance and capital costs to-

gether;  

(ii)  who bears the costs (public sector, the 

general public, transport users) per mode 

and how the users of different modes 

compare in terms of compliance with the 

'polluter pays' and 'user pays' principles?;  

(iii)  what is the potential for further internali-

sation? And;  

(iv)  how internalisation measures are de-

ployed in countries as part of a wider pol-

icy toolbox aimed at more sustainable 

transport (e.g. subsidies/incentives 

which complement road tolls)?  

 

This will also include cross-country and cross-

mode comparisons based on taxation and incen-

tives. Notwithstanding the methodological chal-

lenges, the findings of this study, once com-

pleted, will be an important input for forthcoming 

debates on the future of EU transport policies. 

 

Given the importance of the discussion on exter-

nal costs, FEPORT is looking forward to having a 

good exchange with the EU Commission once 

the final version of the report is available 

 

http://www.feport.eu/
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FEPORT meetings  

04.12.2018 Social Affairs Committee – Brus-

sels 

 

05.02.2019 Port Policy Committee - Brussels 

 

14.02.2019  Board of Directors – Brussels 

 

26.02.2019 Environment, Safety & Security 

Committee – Brussels 

 

04.03.2019 Social Affairs Committee – Paris 

 

27.03.2019 Customs & Logistics Committee 

- Brussels 

 

11.04.2019 Board of Directors – Brussels 

 

21.05.2019 Social Affairs Committee –  

 Paris 

 

23.05.2019 Environment, Safety & Security 

Committee – Brussels 

 

12.062019 Customs & Logistics Committee 

- Brussels 

 

13-14.06.2019  General Assembly – Burgas – 

Bulgaria  

 

20.06.2019 Port Policy Committee - Brussels 

 

19.09.2019 Board of Directors – Brussels 

 

30.09.2019 Social Affairs Committee – Brus-

sels 

 

 

 

 

01.10.2019 Environment, Safety & Security 

Committee – Brussels 

 

24.10.2019 Port Policy Committee - Brussels 

 

06.11.2019 Customs & Logistics Committee 

- Brussels 

 

14.11.2019 Board of Directors - Brussels 

 

27.11.2019  General Assembly - Brussels 

 

28.11.2019 Fifth Annual Stakeholders Con-

ference – Brussels 

 

http://www.feport.eu/
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